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One facet of the organization of surgeons during World War II was
commented upon by almost every author. Prior to the entry of the United
States into World War II, it had been decided by written agreement
between the Office of the Surgeon General and university medical schools
that the surgical faculties of the schools would agree to staff specific hos-
pitals in the event of war. The Surgeon General in return agreed to
retain such a unit except in very trying circumstances. At first glance,
this seems to be an excellent means of providing coordinated and high
class surgical care but often resulted in staffing field hospitals with
inadequately trained medical officers while the general hospitals to the rear
enjoyed an abundance of skilled personnel who were essentially frozen in
place.
One cannot help but detect the frustrations encountered during wartime
by military surgeons, all of whom were anxious to extend their best efforts
but many of whom felt restricted by army protocol and red tape. This
volume, recounting the experiences of the surgical consultants, provides
much important information concerning the difficulties of wartime medicine
and should provide much help to a newer generation of physician should
another major war ensue.
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This English translation of a monograph, first published in French in
1960, presents the results of a largely successful effort to cover and review
all applications of immuno-electrophoretic analysis of human biological
fluids available by the end of 1959. The first section of the book deals
lucidly and readably with methods. Since the first description of the
immuno-electrophoretic method, Grabar has been intimately involved in
most developments. The part of comprehensiveness that was sacrificed to
lucidity in the text of the section on methods is adequately compensated
for in the bibliographic citations.
The sections of the book dealing with applications of the method of
electrophoretic analysis to human plasma, serum, and other body fluids
including colostrum, synovial fluid, and seminal fluid are comprehensive
and of more than routine interest to the immunologist as well as to many
clinicians. There is no other single volume which comprehensively provides
the information and extensive bibliography on methods and applications
of immuno-electrophoresis so well and conveniently as this monograph. It
has an important place in the library of every immunologist and in that
of the medical investigator who wishes to avail himself of the potent
analytic tool provided by this method.
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